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Bible Truths Explained: Perseverance

Part 1

Synopsis: Perseverance of the Saints

The perseverance of the saints involves the absolute and infallible assurance that every regenerated
and justified child of God will certainly continue in his or her faith and calling unto the day of final re-
demption in glory. Perseverance does not depend on the degree of faith of the believer nor on his de-
gree of assurance. Perseverance depends on the immutable decrees of God in election, which he
purposed in Christ Jesus from before the creation of the world. All those whom God has called to him-
self in Christ Jesus will, without fail, persevere in their calling unto the end. Perseverance applies only
to the elect of God—none of whom can ever perish. Once saved, they can never be lost. Nevertheless,
it is the responsibility of every child of God to make their calling and election sure by producing consis-
tently in their lives the fruit of the Spirit, and by engaging in spiritual warfare in the strength of the Lord.

Note 1

Final Perseverance is Assured

To persevere means to continue steadfastly in the faith, in spite of all the obstacles, difficulties, trials
and dangers. The perseverance of the saints is guaranteed to all those who belong to Christ. Although,
often, they may stumble, they cannot stumble to the extent that they fall away from God'’s grace. At
times, a believer may be beset—and nearly overwhelmed—by many doubts concerning his or her sal-
vation. Yet, regardless of their lack of assurance at these times, their perseverance to the end is ren-
dered certain. Those who truly belong to Christ, and who are endeavouring to walk with Christ in their
daily lives, are doing so because the Lord has given them eternal life and is sanctifying them by his
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit also seals them eternally unto God until the day of final redemption: there-
fore, they can never perish. (John 10:28; 2 Cor. 1:8-11; 4:8-14; Eph. 1:13-14)

Scripture References
John 10:27-28

©7) My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: ®® And |
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. (See vv.24-30)

2 Corinthians 1:8-11

®) For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came
to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, in-
somuch that we despaired even of life: ®) Byt we had the sentence of
death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which
raiseth the dead: "” Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth
deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; " Ye also helping to-
gether by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of
many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf. (See vv.3-7)

2 Corinthians 4:8-10

® We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but
not in despair; ® persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not de-
stroyed; “ )Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. (See vv.7-
14)
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Ephesians 1:13-14

™3 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that Holy Spirit of promise, () Which is the earnest of our inheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

Note 2

Perseverance Depends on God’s Faithfulness

Perseverance does not rest on the believer’s fluctuating faith, but on the unchanging faithfulness of
God. What God has promised, that he will surely fulfil; and nothing in heaven or earth can hinder or
thwart his intentions. From before the creation of the world, God, in Christ Jesus, purposed the full and
final redemption of all his elect people. That purpose cannot fail of accomplishment. Nor can it be hin-
dered in its execution by the present imperfections of God’s own people, or by their temporary lack of
faith, or by their temporary lack of assurance. (Eph. 1:4-14; 1 Thess. 5:24; Heb. 10:22-23)

Scripture References
Ephesians 1:4-5

“ According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: ® Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, (See vv.1-10)

Ephesians 1:11

™) In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated ac-
cording to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will: (See vv.12-14)

1 Thessalonians 5:24
@4 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.

Hebrews 10:22-23

22) | et us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water. @3 et us hold fast the profession of our faith without waver-
ing; (for he is faithful that promised;) (See vv.9-25)

Note 3

True Believers Cannot Fall Away

Perseverance of the saints is guaranteed only to those who belong to Christ by the grace of adoption.
Many people belong to a church, but they do not necessarily belong to Christ. Many people make a
profession of faith in Christ, and they may continue in their profession for a while. These people may
give all the outward evidences of belonging to Christ. However, in time of trial or persecution, they re-
nounce their profession and abandon their faith. Such were never true believers, for true believers—
those whom God has called, regenerated, justified, and sealed by his Holy Spirit, cannot apostatise or
abandon their faith. True believers have been born of God, and they belong to God. Again, true believ-
ers are being kept by the power of God unto (final) salvation, and unto the inheritance that God has
prepared for them in glory. They cannot fall away from God’s grace or salvation until the day that God
can prove unfaithful to his promises. (John 6:66; Heb. 10:38-39; 1 Pet. 1:1-9)
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Scripture References
John 6:64-66

©4) But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the be-
8inning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.

® And he said, Therefore said | unto you, that no man can come unto
me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

©®) Erom that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with
him. (See vv.60-69)

Hebrews 10:38-39

8 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him. {Hab. 2:3-4}

39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that be-
lieve to the saving of the soul. (See vv.35-37)

1 Peter 1:3-5

®) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  To an inheritance incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, ® Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. (See vv.1-9)

Note 4

Perseverance Must be Accompanied by Holiness

God guarantees to all of his redeemed children the grace to persevere to the end. However, holiness
of life and the fruit of the Spirit must accompany perseverance. Those who do not endeavour to pursue
holiness of life, and who are not bringing forth the fruit of the Spirit in their lives, are barren branches. If
barren, however, the Lord will cut them from the vine, and cast them into the fire. For barren professors
of faith are false professors, and false professors possess no inheritance in the kingdom of God. (John
15:2,6; Gal. 5:22-24; Heb. 12:14)

Scripture References
John 15:2

@ Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

John 15:6

©)If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. (See
vv.1-8)

Galatians 5:22-24

22) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, @ Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
)And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts. (See vv.25-26)
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Hebrews 12:14

%) Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord: (See vv.15-17)

Related Bible Truths

Closely related to the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints, is that doctrine concerning the predes-
tination of the elect. The doctrine of perseverance also connects inseparably with the believer’s assur-
ance of grace and salvation, and with the work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit on behalf of all his
people. Because of their election, the perseverance of the saints in their faith and calling, and in in-
creasing holiness of life, is absolutely certain. All those whom God has called, justified, and sealed by
his Spirit will—through God’s grace—certainly persevere until the end.’

! See further on Bible Truths Explained: Predestination; Assurance, by Gordon Lyons
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Part 2

Doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints

Justified, Sealed, and Sanctified

In Romans chapter 8, Paul discusses and proves the perseverance of the saints, and the Spirit-
inspired apostle assures the people of God of the certainty of their final salvation.

The chapter begins by declaring:

Romans 8:1

™ There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Je-
sus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (See vv.2-17)

Believers are no longer under God’s wrath and condemnation. In his grace, God’s Holy Spirit has
called and regenerated them. Upon their confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, God has justified
them, and has adopted them into his family as children and heirs. As proof of their regeneration and
adoption, God has given them the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit, by whom they are sanctified and
sealed.

Thus, the Scripture says:

2 Corinthians 1:21-22

@) Now he which establisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is
God; ® Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in
our hearts. (See vv.18-20)

Ephesians 1:13-14

3 1n whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that Holy Spirit of promise, * Which is the earnest of our inheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
(See vw.11-12)

From this, it follows that everyone whom God has regenerated and justified must live a new and holy
life. This new life, or new creation, expresses itself by being separated from the world and being set

apart and consecrated to God in body and soul. Separation from the world, however, does not imply
isolation from the world.

Those whom God has regenerated and justified must no longer live to fulfil the desires of the flesh—
i.e. the old sinful nature. Rather, they must live to fulfil the desires of the Spirit. For the Spirit of God in-
dwells and sanctifies them—and the Spirit of God is holy. There is no such thing as salvation in sin, or
salvation apart from holiness of life.

BTE15: Perseverance 5 1.1.05
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Security of Believers

Summary of Arguments

The following points, derived mainly from Romans chapter 8, exhibit Paul's argument for the certainty
of the believer's salvation.” We will summarise each point briefly below. Then, we will consider these
points more fully under the section entitled, The Grounds of Security.

1. The first argument for the security of believers is founded on the perfect righteousness
of Christ. Those who have believed on Christ can never perish. This is because God
has imputed the perfect righteousness of his Son to the believer's account. By that
righteousness, every demand of God’s law has been fully met and satisfied on the sin-
ner’'s behalf. By that righteousness also, God has fully and forever justified the repen-
tant and believing sinner. He has passed from a state of condemnation to justification,
and from death to life. (Isa. 53:11b; Rom. 4:23-25; 2 Cor. 5:21)

2. The second argument for the security of believers is founded on the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Every believer receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit seals and signi-
fies each believer as belonging to God, until the day of final redemption. The same
Holy Spirit sanctifies the believer, or continues the process of making him holy in all
manner of life. Those whom the Holy Spirit indwells, and who are walking by the Spirit,
have Christ—together with eternal life. Those who are not indwelt by the Holy Spirit do
not have Christ, nor do they have eternal life. (Rom. 8:9; 2 Cor. 1:21-22; Eph. 1:13-14;
4:30)

3. The third argument for the security of believers is founded on the believer’s adoption.
As many as are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. Since they are God's
children, then they are also heirs. God has adopted every believer into his own family,
and has pledged to give them an eternal inheritance in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit is
the earnest—i.e. the pledge or deposit—of that inheritance. His indwelling presence
guarantees its fulfiilment. Those who are heirs in the household of God, therefore, can-
not fail to inherit the promise. This promise includes the preservation or safe-keeping
of every child of God until he or she inherits the promised reward. It also includes the
gift of eternal life, the completion of the believer’s salvation in his or her glorification,
and a place in our heavenly Father’s dwelling. (Rom. 8:14-23; Gal. 3:26 - 4:7; Eph. 1:5)

4. The fourth argument for the security of believers is founded on the eternal purposes of
God in election. From eternity, God purposed the salvation of everyone whom he had
given to his Son, and whom the Holy Spirit would draw or effectually call to God’s Son
in repentance and faith. These, and these alone, constitute the elect of God; and all
whom the Spirit of God thus calls to repentance and faith in Christ are members of
God’s elect. As such, they can never perish. They are being kept by the power of God,
through faith, unto salvation; and they are being kept for the redemption that the Lord
will reveal to them in the last day. (John 6:37,44,65; 17:2,6,9,24; Eph. 1:4,11; 1 Pet.
1:3-5)

5. The fifth argument for the security of believers is founded on the love of God. God did
not spare his one and only Son, but gave him up to the cross for our redemption.
Therefore, it is certain that his plan of redemption will not fail, nor will it fall short of its
accomplishment. Everyone whom the Son has redeemed (ransomed) will be included
in God’s kingdom—and not one will be missing. God loves each believer with an ever-
lasting love, for he sees in each one the perfect righteousness of his one and only Son.
Again, concerning God’s Son, having loved his own, he loves them unto the end. Noth-
ing in heaven or earth can separate the believer from the eternal love of God in Christ
Jesus. (John 3:16; 15:9,13; Rom. 5:5-8; 8:35-39)

> Based on C. Hodge, Systematic Theology, Vol. 3 [Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1977 reprint] pp.110-113.
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6. The sixth argument for the security of believers is founded on the vicarious atonement.
Christ died to make full atonement for the sins of his people. This atoning sacrifice was
vicarious; i.e. Christ died as a substitute (for sinners). He bore their sin, guilt and con-
demnation in his own body on the tree. He did this so that everyone whom the Spirit ef-
fectually calls and who repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ might experience
forgiveness, justification, and reconciliation with the Father. Through the death and
resurrection of his Son, God has forgiven and reconciled the repentant and believing
sinner to himself. How much more, therefore—now that he is no longer at enmity with
God—shall that believer be saved from God’s wrath through Christ his living Re-
deemer and Mediator? (Rom. 3:25-26; 5:9-11; Heb. 10:10,14)

BTE15: Perseverance 7 1.1.05



Bible Truths Explained: Perseverance




Bible Truths Explained: Perseverance

Part 3

Grounds of Security (A)

Secure by Justification

1.

Our first argument for the security of believers is founded on the perfect righteousness of

Christ.

But how do we relate this to the perseverance of the saints?

The people of God have been justified by faith; i.e. God has declared them righteous in his sight. God
has clothed the believer with the perfect righteousness of Christ. When, therefore, God looks upon a
justified sinner, he sees in him the righteousness of his own Son.

Therefore, God’s Word says:

Isaiah 53:4-6

“ Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did es-
teem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

®) But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniqui-
ties: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed.

© All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Cf. 1 Pet. 2:24)

Isaiah 53:11

™) He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowl-
edge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniqui-
ties.

Zechariah 3:1-5

™ And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the
LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. ) And the LORD
said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the
fire?

®) Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.

“ And he answered and spoke unto those that stood before him, saying,
Take away the filthy garments from him.

And unto him he said, Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and | will clothe thee with change of raiment.

©) And | said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre
upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD
stood by. (See vv.6-10)

BTE15: Perseverance 9
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1 Corinthians 1:30

(% But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (See vv.18-31; cf.
2 Cor. 5:17)

2 Corinthians 5:21

@ For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him. (See vv.11-20)

Philippians 3:9

®) And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which
is of God by faith: (See vv.1-14)

Concerning the fact that God imputes this righteousness to the believer by faith, the Scripture says
concerning Abraham:

Romans 4:20-22

@0 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong
in faith, giving glory to God; *" And being fully persuaded that, what he
had promised, he was able also to perform. 2 And therefore it was im-
puted to him for righteousness. (See vv.1-19; see Gen. 15:1-6; cf. Heb.
11:11-12)

Romans 4:23-25

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him;
4 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; % Who was delivered for our of-
fences, and was raised again for our justification.

We must remember that we are speaking of imputed righteousness—not inherent righteousness. God
has imputed Christ's perfect righteousness to the believer’'s account. This act, however, does not make
the believer inherently (inwardly) righteous. The justified believer is still very imperfect. He is still sub-
ject to sinful attitudes, inclinations, thoughts, words and deeds. God, however, is not looking upon the
believer’'s imperfections. Rather, he is looking upon the perfections of his one and only Son, which, by
grace, he has credited or imputed to the believing sinner's account.

God considers the believer to be righteous (with the imputed righteousness of his own Son). Therefore,
he treats the believer as though he were actually righteous (even although the believer is not inwardly
and personally righteous). Since God treats the believer as righteous, then—according to God'’s
Word—the believer is entitled to the inheritance of eternal life. And if entitled to share in the Father’s
inheritance in glory, then the believer must be kept secure for that inheritance. He cannot be lost.

Justification is the declaration or pronouncement that a believing sinner is righteous in God’s sight.
This is a legal pronouncement and it is based on the fact that God has imputed the perfect righteous-
ness of his Son to the believer’'s account. Thus, in virtue of Christ’s substitutionary payment of the
death penalty on the sinner’s behalf, God is able, in perfect righteousness, to acquit or justify the be-
lieving sinner.

Since God justifies everyone who has faith in Jesus, who is he that condemns? (Rom. 8:31-34)

BTE15: Perseverance 10 1.1.05
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First Argument Summation: Justification (the imputing of Christ’s perfect righteousness to the
believer), guarantees the believer’'s perseverance in the faith unto
the end.’

Secure by The Holy Spirit

2 Our second argument for the security of believers is founded on the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Firstly, we must emphasise that only those who walk by the Spirit are indwelt by the Spirit. Those who
claim to be indwelt by the Spirit—but who live consistently according to the desires of the sinful nature
(i.e. the flesh)—have no part in kingdom of God.

Thus, the Scripture says:

Romans 8:8-9

®) S0 then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

®) But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his. (See vv.5-11; cf. John 14:16; Gal. 4:6; 1 John 3:24; 4:13)

The Spirit of God is the Spirit of holiness. Every born again believer must show the fruit of holiness in
his or her life; for, without holiness, no one will see the Lord. None, therefore, but the redeemed of the
Lord receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

In what way, however, does God’s Spirit guarantee the perseverance of the saints?

The indwelling Holy Spirit is the firstfruits of the believer's redemption. The Bible also speaks of the
Spirit as the earnest of the believer’s inheritance. An ‘earnest’ is a pledge or deposit of more to follow.
It is the guarantee that those whom God's Holy Spirit has sealed, will certainly be kept secure unto the
day of final redemption.

To this end, God's Word tells us:
2 Corinthians 1:21-22

" Now he which establisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is
God; 2 \Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in
our hearts.

Ephesians 1:12-14

2) That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
31n whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gos-
pel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed
with that Holy Spirit of promise, '* Which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory. (See v.11)

Ephesians 4:30

(% And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day
of redemption.

3 See further on Bible Truths Explained: Justification, by Gordon Lyons.
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We must remember that the Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son in power and in glory. It is
he—the eternal Spirit of God—who indwells each believer. It is by his almighty power that the believer
is being preserved. It is by his sanctifying influences that the believer is being prepared for his inheri-
tance in glory. Similarly, it is by the same work of the Spirit of holiness that the Lord Jesus will present
the believer faultless and blameless before the throne of God, with rejoicing.

Colossians 1:21-22

@) And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled “? In the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy and unblamable and unreprovable in
his sight: (See vv.18-23)

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14

%) But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salva-
tion through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: * Where-
unto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. (See v.15)

Jude 1:24-25

@4 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, ** To the
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power,
both now and ever. Amen.

If a single regenerated child of God should fail to attain to his promised inheritance, then the Holy
Spirit—the Spirit of Aimighty God—would have proved incapable of keeping that believer safe. Mani-

festly, this is an impossibility.

Second Argument Summation: The Holy Spirit indwelling, sealing, preserving and sanctifying
every true believer guarantees the believer's perseverance in the
faith unto the end.
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Part 4

Grounds of Security (B)

Secure by Adoption
3 The third argument for the security of believers is founded on the believer’s adoption.

Every person whom God has regenerated and justified, has been adopted into the family of God. He or
she is a child of God, and is entitled therefore to all the rights and privileges of heirship or inheritance.
All those whom God has made his own children by adoption will share in the inheritance of the saints in
light, together with God’s one and only Son.

As the Scripture says:

Romans 8:14-15

) For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
%) For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (See
vwv.12-13)

Romans 8:16-17

(%) The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God: " And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified to-
gether. (See vv.18-25)

Galatians 3:26-27

@8 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. *” For as many
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. (See vv.28-
29)

Galatians 4:4-7

“ But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, ® To redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. © And because ye are
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father. "’ Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a
son, then an heir of God through Christ. (See vv.1-3)

Ephesians 1:4-5

“ According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: ®' Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, (See vv.3-10)

A member of God’s family can never be disowned or disinherited. As a loving Father, God will disci-
pline his children—sometimes severely. However, as a Father who is faithful to his promises, he will
never disown or disinherit the children he has chosen to adopt.
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God disciplines his own children in love, so that they might share in his holiness. The fact that we re-
ceive discipline is proof that we belong to God. Each believer experiences and endures discipline, to
prepare him in character and conduct for his Father’'s home. From this it follows, that—until that day—
our heavenly Father will keep each one of his redeemed children secure in his everlasting love, com-
passion, and protective care.

The Scripture reminds all those who are undergoing God'’s discipline:

Hebrews 12:4-6

“ Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. ® And ye have
forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children,

My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou
art rebuked of him: © For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. {Prov. 3:11-12; cf. Ps. 94:12-14)}
(See Heb. 12:1-3)

Hebrews 12:7-8

“VIf ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is
he whom the father chasteneth not? © But if ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. (See vv.9-
11)

God always disciplines his own true sons and daughters. Discipline, however, involves instruction and
training in the ways of the Lord, as well as chastisement and punishment. The Lord does not intend all
discipline to be punitive in nature. However, he intends all discipline to be instructive and corrective,
and to lead to ever-increasing holiness of life.*

At the Last Judgment, the Lord will judge every believer according to his deeds. Many will be rewarded.
Some will lose part or all of their reward. None, however, will lose their inheritance in glory.

Third Argument Summation: The believer’s adoption into the family of God, and his being
made a joint heir with Christ to the Father’s inheritance, guarantees
the believer’s perseverance in the faith unto the end.’

Secure by Election

4 The fourth argument for the security of believers is founded on the eternal purposes of
God in election.

From before the creation of the world, God decreed to set apart a people for himself. The Father im-
plements this eternal decree through Jesus Christ his Son. All whom, by God's grace, the Holy Spirit
effectually calls, are enabled—freely and willingly—to respond to that grace by repenting and believing
on the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 See further on Bible Truths Explained: Adoption, under Discipline, by Gordon Lyons.
> See further on Bible Truths Explained: Adoption, by the same author.
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Regarding this decree, God’s Word says:

Ephesians 1:4-5

“) According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: ©) Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, (See vv.1-12; see esp. v.11)

Romans 8:29

@9 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many breth-
ren. (See v.28)

Romans 8:30

(% Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glori-
fied. (See vv.31-39)

All those whom the Father had thus predestined from eternity, he also gave to his Son. The Son of
God undertook to redeem his elect out of every tongue, tribe, people and nation on the face of the
earth. All those whom God has given to the Son are effectually called or drawn to the Son by the Holy
Spirit.

Thus, the Lord Jesus says:

John 6:37

@7 Al that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to
me | will in no wise cast out. (See vv. 35-42)

John 6:44-45

“% No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw
him: and | will raise him up at the last day. “2 |t is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of God. {Isaiah 54:13} Every man therefore
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. (See vv.
43-59,65; cf. Matt. 11:25-30)

John 17:2

@ As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life
to as many as thou hast given him.

John 17:6

©’| have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the
world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy
word. (See vv.1-26; see esp. vv. 9,11-12,24)

From all eternity, God had purposed to redeem everyone whom he had given to his Son, and whom his
Holy Spirit would draw to his Son in repentance and faith. Because the Father has given every elect
child of God into his Son’s safekeeping, it follows that they are eternally secure.

The believer’s perseverance is assured because they belong by gift to the Son of God. He has ran-
somed them by his precious blood, and they are being kept by him. No one can pluck them out of the
Son’s safekeeping, or out of the Father’s hand. For both Father and Son are one. They are the same
Almighty, and Eternal God.
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To this end, Jesus said:

John 10:27-30

©7) My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: ®® And |
give unto them eternal life; and theEX shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. @ My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's
hand.

®%) and my Father are one. (See vv.22-33; cf. v.27 with vv.4,14)

It is utterly inconceivable that God’s purposes should fail of accomplishment. The Almighty God has
predestined the elect unto eternal life. In fact, they have eternal life from the moment that they believe:
for they have passed from death to life—abundant and eternal life. Again, it is impossible that anything
in all creation should be able to remove the believer from the Father's hand. Each believer is being
held secure by the Aimighty God and no power in heaven or on earth can prevail to pluck that believer
from the Father’s hand.

It is of no avail to say that a believer may lose his salvation through his own sinfulness. If he is a true
believer, and if he possesses the Holy Spirit, then God's Spirit has sealed that believer unto the day of
redemption. God already knew about that person's sinfulness when Christ died as his substitute, and
that sinfulness was punished in Christ when he hung upon the tree. God will never again condemn
those whom he has justified through faith in Christ. This is because Christ, the spotless Lamb of God,
has borne—and atoned for—their sin, and freed them from condemnation and guilt.

We must never, however, use this fact as an excuse for practising any form of sinful behaviour. Those
who continue to practise sin show by their evil behaviour that they do not belong to Christ. For the Spirit
of holiness cannot live in the temple of sin. That temple is the believer’s body.

Again, we must remember that although a truly born-again child of God cannot forfeit his salvation, he
can forfeit his life. This happened to certain believers in the church at Corinth when they despised the
sanctity of the Lord’s ordinances, desecrated the Lord’s Supper, and brought the name of Christ into
disrepute. (1 Cor. 11:20-22; 27-32)

However, the Word of God gives this certain assurance of final salvation to all of God’s true people:

1 Peter 1:2-5

@ Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctifi-
cation of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

®) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “ To an inheritance incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, ® Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. (See vv.1-9; see esp. v.9; cf. Jude
1:24)
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Fourth Argument Summation: The election of God’s children according to, and in fulfiiment of, the
eternal purposes of God, guarantees the believer’s perseverance in
the faith unto the end.®

% See further on Bible Truths Explained: Predestination, by Gordon Lyons.
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Part 5

Grounds of Security (C)

Secure by God’s Love
5. The fifth argument for the security of believers is founded on the love of God.

All mankind has sinned, and all unregenerate mankind is living in a state of enmity and rebellion
against God. Even so, God still loves men, women and children throughout the entire world. Although
man must perish eternally because of his sin and rebellion—unless he be redeemed—yet God still
loves lost sinners. God, however, is not only a God of infinite love, mercy and compassion; he is also a
God of infinite righteousness, justice and holiness. He can by no means clear the guilty. God loves sin-
ners, yet the world of fallen mankind must pay the penalty of sin. The penalty of sin is death; and since
all have sinned, all must die.

All mankind would indeed die, and would perish eternally—for this is the just penalty of our sin. God,
however, intervened. Out of the whole fallen human race, God determined that a vast multitude—
whom no one could number—should be saved; and should live to the praise of his glory. On these es-
pecially, God set his everlasting love. Out of his great love for men, women and children, he gave his
one and only Son to be their Redeemer. As the Scripture says:

John 3:16

% For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (See
vv.14-18; cf. Rev. 1:5-6; 5:9-10)

All those who believe on Christ receive the gift of eternal life. They are born of God; and if born of God,
they have the received the Spirit of God. They are children of God, and they are being kept eternally
secure by the love of their Father in heaven.

As has been said already, God disciplines all those whom he receives as his children. He does this in
love, to effect their holiness (cleansing and separation), and to prepare them for future glory. Some
forms of discipline may be painful—but the pain is temporary. The love of God is eternal. God’s love for
his people shall never end, until the day that God ceases to be—for God is love. Since God is love, he
will never cast away from his presence anyone whom he loves.

The love that God has for his one and only Son is fully reflected in the Son’s love for each believer.
Thus, the Scripture says:

John 15:9
®) As the Father hath loved me, so have | loved you: continue ye in my love.
(See vv.10-17; cf. John 17:23-24,26)

The following Scripture further exemplifies God’s love:

Romans 5:5-8
© And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

© For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the un-
godly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure
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for a good man some would even dare to die. ®) But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (See
vw.1-11)

Regarding the degree and permanence of Christ’s love, and therefore of the believer’s security and
perseverance, the Scripture says:

Romans 8:35

®% Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Romans 8:38-39

®8 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, ®9 Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (See vv.36-37)

All whom God the Father has loved from eternity, and whom he has given to the Son, will appear with
their Lord in his glory. There, these beloved saints of God will worship with the angels in the presence
of the Lamb.

Fifth Argument Summation The love of God for the believer (a love that transcends the eternal
ages and that is based on God’s matchless love for his one and
only Son) guarantees the believer’s perseverance in the faith unto
the end.

Secure by The Atonement

6. The sixth argument for the security of believers is founded on the nature and purpose of
the vicarious atonement or atoning sacrifice of Christ.

Before a sinner’s conversion, and because of his evil deeds (or ‘wicked works’), he is living in a state of
alienation from, and enmity with, God. These wicked works—these unrighteous attitudes and inclina-
tions of the mind, and sinful deeds of the body—are the fruit of his sinful nature. Because of his sin, the
unbeliever is at enmity with God, and the just wrath of God remains on him. To turn aside this wrath,
propitiation (or satisfactory atonement) must be made to God. A holy, just and righteous God can be
propitiated only by an acceptable sacrifice of atonement—a sacrifice of infinitely meritorious value.
Nothing less can make atonement for sin, or turn away the just wrath of God against sinners.

This sacrifice of atonement for sin must be holy, spotless, and undefiled; separate from sinners and
from sin. The blood to be shed—or the life to be sacrificed—must be pure, spotless or perfect in every
respect. Such was, and is, the Son of God. God set forth his one and only Son—Jesus, the spotless
Lamb of God—as a propitiation [from Gk. hilasterion, mercy seat]. Christ died to make atonement for
our sin. He was the Lamb slain from the creation of the world (Rev. 13:8) to redeem those whom God
had chosen from before the creation of the world. With his life of perfect obedience to God, and with
his atoning sacrifice, Jesus satisfied God’s justice—fully and forever. In his life and death, Christ suf-
fered vicariously. On this ground, God can now justify the believing sinner. That is, God can pardon (or
forgive) the repentant sinner, and furthermore he can pronounce him righteous in his sight.

God does not justify the believer for what he is, or for what he has done. Rather, he justifies him for
what Christ is, and for what he has done on the believing sinner’s behalf. By Christ’s atoning death and
subsequent resurrection, God can now reconcile the believing sinner to himself. Christ, by his death
and resurrection, has removed the enmity and sin that once created an impassable barrier between
God and man. Furthermore, since God has reconciled the believing sinner to himself by the death of
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Christ, and since Christ now lives to intercede for him, the believer is forever delivered from God's en-
during wrath against sin.

Concerning these things, the Scripture says:
Romans 3:24-26

@4) Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus: ® Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God; @0 To declare, | say, at this time
his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which be-
lieveth in Jesus. (See vv.21-31)

Romans 5:8-11

®) But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.

® Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him. (9 Eor if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life. " And not only so, but we also joy in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. (See
wv.6-7)

Hebrews 10:10

(19 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Je-
sus Christ once for all.

Hebrews 10:14

%) For by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.
(see vv.1-18)

The believer has received the benefits of the atonement. (Rom. 5:11.) God has justified him and rec-
onciled him to himself. Therefore, that believer can no longer be condemned. Christ has died in the be-
lieving sinner’s place. God has accepted the atoning death of his one and only Son as fully sufficient
for every sin the believer has committed, or will commit. He stands secure on the grounds of the shed
blood of Christ, his Redeemer. Since, on this ground he stands, then his perseverance is assured.

Sixth Argument Summation: The vicarious atonement of Christ, which he effected once-for-all
on behalf of all God’s people, and which fully satisfies the demands
of God’s justice against the sinner, guarantees the believer’s perse-
verance in the faith unto the end.’

7 See further on Bible Truths Explained: Justification, by Gordon Lyons.

BTE15: Perseverance 21 1.1.05



Bible Truths Explained: Perseverance

22



Bible Truths Explained: Perseverance

Part 6

Kept Secure by God

Kept by the Power of God

Because of the perfections of Christ, and of what he has done on the believer's behalf, every true child
of God will certainly persevere in holiness of life, and in his or her salvation, unto the end. Persever-
ance does not depend on the believer's sometimes wavering faith, but on the unwavering faithfulness
and almighty and sovereign power of God. It is God who keeps the believer safe. God’'s Son—who has
gone to prepare a place in heaven for the believer—will one day take every believer safely into his Fa-
ther’s glorious presence.

The Lord Jesus gives this assurance to each child of God:

John 14:1-3

()'Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. @ In
my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told
you. | go to prepare a place for you. @ And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there
ye may be also. (See v.4)

Hebrews 9:28

8 S0 Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
(See wv.23-27)

God’s Word reminds us of the nature of the inheritance, which the Father is reserving for every be-
liever in glory. The Word of God also reminds us of the power that keeps the believer secure until that
day:

1 Peter 1:3-5

®) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “ To an inheritance incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, ® Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. (See vv.8-9; see esp. v.9)

The promise is secure, for it is founded on the eternal purposes of God. It is, however, the believer’s
duty and responsibility to make his calling and election sure. In everything that he says and does, he
must show the evidences of holiness of life and conduct. Everyone who is bringing forth the fruit of the
Spirit, is proving by their actions that they are sealed by the Spirit. Everyone whose life is thus con-
trolled by the Spirit—and not by the flesh or sinful nature—is a true child of God. Since he is a child,
then he is also an heir: an heir of glory, and a joint heir with the Son of God. We will share with the Lord
in his glory, provided we share with him in his sufferings; i.e. provided we endure suffering and hard-
ship for the sake of his name. For if sinful men have despised and rejected the Master of the house,
how much more will they despise and reject the Master’s servants?
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Kept by Redeeming Blood

The perseverance of the saints is assured, and the security of believers is certain, because each child
of God has been redeemed by the precious blood of the Lamb. Through the redeeming work of God’s
Son, and through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, each believer is being brought to glory. Perse-
verance, therefore, does not depend on the believer's sometimes faltering faith, but on the work of re-
demption. The work of redemption is a work of eternal redemption. (Heb. 9:12.) Christ has
accomplished this work once-for-all. It can never be repeated, and it can never be augmented. It is a
finished work, and it is a perfect work. Even now, Christ—our Great High Priest—ministers in the
heavenly sanctuary; pleading the merits of his atoning sacrifice on our behalf.

For the redeemed child of God, the work of the Holy Spirit begins at effectual calling and regeneration.
The work of the Spirit continues throughout the believer’s life, in the ongoing process of sanctification.

However, none are ever sanctified who do not belong to Christ. By contrast, none who belong to Christ
will ever fail of their eternal redemption.

He Who Stands Firm Will be Saved

While, however, it is true that the perseverance of the saints is certain of accomplishment, it is also
true that each child of God must prove the reality of their faith and salvation. Believers afford proof of
their salvation to others, by the fact that they continue to persevere in the faith—even under the most
arduous of circumstances. The Bible warns clearly of a time when the love of many will grow cold be-
cause of increasing wickedness in the world. It is under circumstances such as these that a true child
of God makes his calling and election sure. He does this by continuing to persevere in the faith; i.e. by
pressing on toward the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, regardless of unfavourable cir-
cumstances. Thus, the Scripture says:

Matthew 24:10
(19 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall
hate one another.
Matthew 24:12

(2) And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

Matthew 24:14

(%) And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. (See vv.9-13)

The true child of God perseveres in the faith, even in the teeth of fierce opposition—opposition that
may include being shunned or abandoned by friends and loved ones.

Thus, God's Word warns:

Mark 13:12-13

2) Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son;
and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to
be put to death. 3 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake:
but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. (See vv.9-
11)

In the reference quoted above, we read the following phrase (v.13b): ... but he who stands firm to the
end will be saved. Essentially, this phrase means that those who persevere under such opposition are
proving—by their perseverance—that they are being kept by the Lord. The fact that they are able to
withstand such intense opposition, is proof that they are the redeemed of the Lord.
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Part 7

Perseverance Involves Spiritual Warfare

The fact that the believer’s perseverance in the faith is guaranteed must never be made the grounds of
complacency. It is by his grace that God has saved us, and it is by his grace that he will keep us. How-
ever, we must never presume upon the grace of Almighty God. The believer has been called by the
grace of God. God has called him, however, to enlist in spiritual warfare. The Lord expects each of his
redeemed people to engage in that spiritual warfare—on every appropriate battlefront. Thus, it is writ-
ten in the Word of God:

Philippians 1:28-30

® And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident
token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. ®® For unto
you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to
suffer for his sake; ¢ Havmg the same conflict which ye saw in me, and
now hear to be in me. (See v.27)

Ephesians 6:10-12

F|naIIy my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

"' Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. '® For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (See vv.13-18)

As an example of the need to fight in persevering, we will consider briefly three areas of conflict in the
Christian life. These are (1) perseverance against sin, (2) perseverance against sloth or laziness, and

(3) perseverance in doing the will of God. There are, of course, many other similar areas of conflict in

the Christian life. These three, however, will serve to illustrate the point that perseverance involves ac-
tive engagement in the war against sin, laziness, and opposition.

(1) Perseverance in the Fight Against Sin

Many types of sin are obvious to everyone for what they are. The Bible, however, speaks of the deceit-
fulness of sin, thereby implying that there are occasions when sin does not immediately appear as per-
nicious or evil. These forms of evil may not always be immediately recognised and identified as sin—
perhaps because of some immaturity or lack of spiritual knowledge on the part of the believer. Again,
an immature believer may not immediately recognise certain forms of evil as sin. This may happen be-
cause—over a prolonged period before his conversion—that person had become accustomed to ac-
cepting these types of sinful behaviour as normal.

Whatever the reason, the believer must continually guard against being deceived by sin. Sin is sin, no
matter what guise it assumes. Sin is sin, whether a person recognises it as sin or not. Sin is sin, no
matter what form it takes. Sin is sin, no matter how acceptable it has become to other people. The only
safe way of recognising sin for what it is, is to become thoroughly familiar with the teaching of God’s
Word. Those who know that Word, are able to discern much more clearly between right and wrong,
and to help and exhort others in knowing the difference between good and evil. Thus, the Scripture
tells us:

Hebrews 3:13-14
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(3 But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. * For we are made partakers
of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the
end; (See vv.7-19; cf. v.14 with Col. 1:23)

The fact that the believer perseveres in the faith, and in the fight against sin, is an evidence that he be-
longs to the Lord and that he is being kept secure by the power of Almighty God.

(2) Perseverance in the Fight Against Sloth

Those whom the Holy Spirit has called to faith and partnership with Christ, have been called to suffer
for the sake of Christ's name. God has called them to endure ill treatment, unfounded suspicion, and
hostility, as a mark of the fact that they belong to Christ.

If, however, a believer has not taken up his cross to follow his Lord and Master, the marks of disciple-
ship will not appear in that person’s life. Those who do not follow the Lord wholeheartedly may escape
much of the unjust criticism directed at times against the true followers of Christ. They may succeed in
avoiding many of the hostile accusations and malicious remarks that the Lord Jesus enjoins his ser-
vants to endure without retaliation. They may escape the persecution of the world—but perhaps only
because they have not proved faithful to their Lord and Master. This principle is expressed by the
Scripture that says:

Matthew 10:32-33

2 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will | confess
also before my Father which is in heaven. ®3 But whosoever shall deny
me before men, him will | also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
(See vv.17-31)

Matthew 10:38-39

®8 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of
me. ®¥ He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for
my sake shall find it. (See vv.34-37)

Such believers, however, will have little experience of spiritual warfare and of standing against the op-
position of the world. They will fail to understand the trials and difficulties of the truly faithful people of
God. They will be unable to support and encourage these saints because they themselves lack practi-
cal experience. Again, they will prove unfit for the Lord’s service, simply because they have not prayer-
fully and actively engaged in the conflict to which God has called them.

Those who belong to Christ must follow Christ—regardless of the cost. Those who belong to Christ
must walk with Christ—regardless of the sufferings that the Lord may call upon them to endure. Those
who belong to Christ must run with the message of the Gospel—for those who do not belong to Christ
will perish without it. There can be no place for sloth, apathy, laziness, prayerlessness, or any other
form of inactivity in the lives of God’s redeemed people. Discipleship demands full surrender of our
lives to Christ’s sovereign control. If, however, we will not yield all to him, and if we fail to follow him un-
reservedly, then we are withholding ourselves from God’s rightful control. This is the sin of rebellion.
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The way of the cross is the way of suffering. If we would be faithful in persevering for the Master, we
must be diligent in following that way—regardless of the cost. As the Scripture says:

Hebrews 6:11-12

" And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to the
full assurance of hope unto the end: "? That ye be not slothful, but follow-
ers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. (See
Heb. 5:11 - 6:10; cf. Heb. 11:1-40)

The fact that a believer perseveres against apathy, sloth, prayerlessness, and every other lazy inclina-
tion, and that he remains diligent in following the Lord under all circumstances, is an evidence of one
thing: It demonstrates that he belongs to the Lord, and that he is being kept secure by the power of
Almighty God.

Thus, it is written:

Hebrews 10:32-34

%) But call to remembrance the former days, in WhICh after ye were illumi-
nated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; ¢ Partly, whilst ye were
made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afﬂ|ct|ons and partly, whilst
ye became companions of them that were so used. ¥ For ye had com-
passion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods,
knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring
substance. (See vv.19-31)

Hebrews 10:35-39

® Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of
reward. ®® For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will
of God, ye might receive the promise.

?) For yet, a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.

® Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him. {Hab. 2:3-4}

% But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that be-
lieve to the saving of the soul.

(3) Perseverance in Doing the Will of God

It is the will of God that the believer should be sanctified. It is, therefore, imperative that the fruits of
sanctification are always being produced in increasing measure in each believer’s life. Thus, God’s
Word says:

1 Thessalonians 4:3
®) For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain
from fornication: (See vv.1-8)
2 Peter 1:4-7

“ Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that
by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust.
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® And beside thls giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge ® And to knowledge temperance and to temperance pa-
tience; and to patience godlmess )And to godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness charity. (See vv.1-3)

2 Peter 1:8-9

® For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall nel—
ther be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ¢
But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

2 Peter 1'10—11

% Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: " For so an en-
trance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

It is the will of God that the believer should engage in good works—works that benefit others, and that
bring glory to God. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance that the believer proves the validity of his
faith by his actions. Thus, it is written:

Ephesians 2:10

% For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (See vv.1-9)

James 2:14-17

*) What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have
not works? can faith save him? " If a brother or sister be naked and
destitute of daily food, "® And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace,
be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things
which are needful to the body; what doth it prof|t’7 ") Even so faith, if it
hath not works, is dead, being alone. (See vv.18-26; see esp. v. 26)

It is the will of God that each believer should seek to know the purposes of God for his life. It is, there-
fore, essential that—once these purposes are clearly known—the believer applies himself with all dili-
gence to fulfilling the will of God. Thus, God’s Word says:

Romans 12:2

@ And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God. (See v.1)

Ephesians 5:17

" Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord
is. (See wv.8-21)

Colossians 1:9-10

% For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for
you, and to desire that ye might be fllled W|th the knowledge of his will in
all wisdom and spiritual understandmg, % That ye might walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increas-
ing in the knowledge of God; (See vv.3-14)
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Whatever God calls him to do, that he must do. Wherever God chooses to send him—whether near or
far—there he must go. For however long the Lord chooses to keep him in that service, there he must
remain—until the Lord himself directs otherwise. Thus, the Scripture says:

Hebrews 10:36

®® For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise. (See vv.35-39)

1 Peter 4:19

(9 \Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the
keeping of their souls fo him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. (See
vv.12-18)

The fact that a believer perseveres in doing the will of God in all its various aspects, and under all cir-
cumstances, is an evidence that he belongs to the Lord. Again, since he is persevering in the faith,
then it is certain that he is being kept secure by the power of Aimighty God.

Faithful to God

Perseverance in the fight against sin, against sloth, and in doing the will of God, are three examples of
what it means to persevere in our faith and calling unto the end. We could cite many more, but these
three examples demonstrate the principle of remaining faithful to God—regardless of the circum-
stances.

God remains faithful to all his promises, and he has promised to bring every believer safely to glory.
For his part, the believer must remain faithful to God in every aspect of his life and work. He must show
by his manner of life and conduct that he is persevering in the faith and in his holy calling, against all
difficulties, trials and dangers.

The grace of God alone keeps the believer secure. God’s grace toward the believer, however, must be
matched by a resolute determination on the part of each believer to continually make progress in the
faith. Those who are persevering can never become indifferent about doing God’s will. For they realise
that God has chosen them to live to the praise of his glory, and not for the satisfaction of self. Thus,
God's Word declares:

1 Peter 3:13-17

(3 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?

(%) But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; {Isaiah 8:12} ) But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness
and fear: "® Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of
you, as of evildoers, the{y may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good
conversation in Christ. ") For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye
suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. (See vv.8-22)
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